GRANT PROGRAM TO HELP SENIORS BUY FRESH PRODUCE FROM FARMERS CONTINUED AT REDUCED LEVEL

On March 8, 2002, USDA announced the award of $10 million in grants to 25 states, one Indian Tribal Government and the District of Columbia.  Don Wambles, Administrator of the State of Alabama Farmers Market Authority, announced that the Farmers Market Authority has been notified that Alabama will receive $633,169 from USDA to continue the Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP).  Funding for the SFMNP has been reduced by 30% nationwide for 2002.  The above award is only a 15% reduction in funding for Alabama.  We are still hopeful that USDA will release additional funds.  

In November 2000, USDA announced the Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Pilot Program.  The goals of the SFMNPP include 1) improving the diets of low-income seniors, 2) increasing sales of fresh fruits, vegetables and herbs at farmers markets, roadside stands and community supported agriculture programs, and 3) to assist in developing new or expanding existing farmers' markets, roadside stands and community supported agriculture programs.

The Agricultural Appropriations Act of 2002 appropriated $10 million for the Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP) and contained language stating that these funds were in addition to the funds used for the SFMNPP in 2001.

Therefore, with the additional $10 million, the SFMNP should have $25 million for 2002.  However, the Secretary of Agriculture has not been forthcoming with the release of the other $15 million from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) that funded the program in 2001.

The Alabama SFMNP will provide recipients, low-income seniors, with cash benefits for use during the 2002 harvest season to purchase fresh, nutritious, unprepared, locally grown fruits, vegetables and herbs only at farmers markets certified by the Farmers Market Authority (FMA) and can only be accepted by farmers who have been certified to participate in the program.  Any Alabama farmer wishing to participate in the program should contact the FMA.  The Alabama Farmers Market Authority is collaborating with the Department of Senior Services and local Agencies on Aging to identify and distribute the food coupons to eligible seniors. 
To be eligible to receive SFMNP coupons, seniors must meet the criteria below:

Age – person must be 60 years of age or older on the day of issuance, no one under age 60 is eligible, and

Income level – Household gross income (i.e. before taxes are withheld) must fall at or below 185 percent of the U.S. Poverty Income Guidelines.

Total annual income for the household must not exceed:


        $16,391         for a household of ------1
      ($1,366.00 monthly)


        $22,089         for a household of ------2        ($1,841.00 monthly)


        $27,787         for a household of ------3        ($2,316.00 monthly)

In Alabama in 2001, the Farmers Market Nutrition Programs (WIC FMNP & Senior FMNP) helped 42,376 low-income seniors; women and children purchase locally grown, fresh fruits and vegetables to improve their diet and health and combat obesity and chronic diseases.   FMNP coupon purchases generated $928,276.00 in income for 576 small farmers selling at 23 farmers’ markets in our state and 11 farm stands.  The SFMNPP served 19,786 seniors and accounted for $698,612.00 of the total dollars generated.

