On May 8, 2002, the U.S. Senate gave final approval to the Food Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, commonly known as the Farm Bill.  The legislation will soon be sent to President Bush, who has said he will sign it.  Thanks to the work of many persons throughout the country, the final bill advances both the WIC and Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Programs (FMNPs).

Section 4307 of the Farm Bill provides funds for the WIC FMNP.  This provision requires the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to use, and make available no later than 30 days after enactment, $15 million from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) for fiscal year 2002.  These funds will replace a similar amount allocated to the FMNP, but diverted to meet WIC Program caseload requirements.  By supplementing $10 million in WIC FMNP funds released earlier in the year, total program funding for fiscal year 2002 funding is raised to $25 million.  The Farm Bill funds are “to remain available until expended.”

However, the WIC FMNP will still have to battle for adequate support next year.  The Bush Administration has requested no funds for the program in fiscal year 2003.  Congress is currently considering fiscal year 2003 appropriations and may once again make some or all FMNP funding contingent upon WIC caseload considerations.

The Farm Bill also establishes a Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program and provides funding for it over the six-year life of the bill. Section 4402 of the legislation requires USDA to use $5 million in CCC funds this year, bringing total fiscal year 2002 funding to $15 million.  This provision also mandates use of $15 million per year through fiscal 2007 to carry out and expand the Senior FMNP.

The Farm Bill continues the current structure of the program, providing benefits in the form of fresh fruits, vegetables, and herbs from farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and community supported agriculture programs.  The bill also gives USDA authority to issue regulations to carry out the program.

